VISIT TO CANADA
cobalt region in Ontario had unwittingly been metalled with silver ore.
The hospitality of the Canadian people did not cease with the meeting of the Association, for as soon as that was over a large party of us were taken on a most entrancing trip to the Pacific, and then back again to Winnipeg by a different way. The long train by which we travelled was equipped with an observation car, with cooks, waiters, etc., in fact it was an hotel on wheels. Our practice was to travel from one place to another by night, spend the day in seeing the place at which we had arrived, or perhaps make an excursion and stay two days. Wherever we stopped we were entertained by the residents, and I had to make a speech thanking them for their hospitality. This was usually very pleasant and I quite enjoyed it, but at one place they had erected a triumphal arch of bags of wheat. It had been put up hastily, and I noticed, during the Mayor's speech of welcome, that the arch was shaking in a way which seemed to me to indicate a speedy collapse. As we were standing under the arch I thought it best to make the warmth of my thanks very pronounced, so as to compensate for their brevity. I shall not make any attempt to describe in detail the scenery through which we passed. Those who have made the trip will find it hard to believe that it is surpassed by any in the world. At first we travelled for many hundred miles through the prairies, covered with wheat almost ready for the harvest. Each puff of wind made a wave travel over them to the horizon : we might to all appearance have been sailing over a great ocean, instead of running on a railroad through a vast cornfield. The effects at sunset or sunrise were most beautiful and remarkable. After passing over the prairies we reached Banff, and saw the buffaloes which flourish in 199